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BYE Greater Injury cannot 
P Ze done to the Chara- 
fer of a pious and 
good Man, than the 
lifting him in the Com- 
any of thoſe, who have 
1 ſunguiſſ d themſelves by looſe Princi- 
Ples, and irreligious Lives. Mor can 
there be a more groſs Iimpoſition upon 
the common Senſe and Reaſon of Man- 
kind, than torepreſent ſuch an one as a 
Favourer of Infidelity, becauſe he hap- 
pens to have entertain'd this or that pe- 
culiar Opinion in ſome one point of 
a 3 Reli- 
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Religion ; ; when, at the ſame Time, be 
gives the cleare/# Teſtimony, both by 
Writing and Living, that he is a true 
Believer of the Goſpel Revelation. Let 
me add, that there cannot be a more 
ſhameful aft of Diſingenuity, than 
the ſacrificing the Memory of ſuch a 
3 Man, to the Credit and Support of a 
Cauſe, which the Sacrificer knows in 
his e he  detefted and ab- F 
borr d. 
Aud yet this 4 uh Uſage, which LO 
Pile very great and good Men have ' 
had from our modern Deiſts; T mean | 
Lock, Newton, Burnet, - Clark, and 
= Wollaſton; Perſons of a Philoſo phical 
Genius, ag eminent for their uſe ful 
Searches into Nature; but not fo, as to 
be in the leaft chargeable either with a 
Disbelieſ or Diſregard of divine Re- 
velation; and therefore very unfit Com- 
> pany for Infidels, in any other View 
4 than in order to 0 Conviclion. 
. Their Examples, as the moſt accurate 
Rea 
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The PRE PACE. iij 
Reqſoners of the Lge, and at the [ame 
Time firm Believers, might ( one would 
hope ) ſatisfy ſuch Men o, the Vanity 
and Falſhood of their darling Maxim, 
That Reaſon and Revelation are not 
conſiſtent, but that whoever adheres to 
one, muſt diſcard the other. + 

The two firſt, Mr. Lock, and Sir 
Iſaac Newton, have been fully vindi- 
cated from this Reproach, in a late 
Preface to Mr. Addiſon's Evidences of 
the. Chriſtian Religion ; and therefore 
I think it ſufficient, to tranſcribe what 
I find in that Preface, ſo far as their 


Characters are concern d. 


Mr. Lock, whoſe accurate Talent 
in Reaſoning is ſo much celebrated even 
by the Scepticks and Infidels of our 
Times, ſbo d his Zeal for Chriſtianity, 
frft, in his middle Age, by publiſhing 
a Diſcourſe on: purpoſe to demonſtrate 
the Reaſonableneſs of believing Feſus 
uo be the promis'd Meſſiah 3 and, after 
| | 4 that, 
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iv - The Prxracr. 
that, in the laſt Years of his L ife, by | 


a very judicious Commentary upon ſe- 


| eral of the Epiſtles of St. Paul. 


He ſpeaks of the MIRACLES 


i wrought by our Saviour and his Apo- 
ler, in the ſtrongeſt manner, both as 


Facis unexceptionably true, and as the 
cleareſt Evidences of a divine Miſſion. 
His Words are theſe; * The Evidence 
of our Saviour's Miſſion from Heaven 
is ſo great, in the multitude of his 


Miracles he did before all forts of 


People (which the divine Providence 
and Wiſdom has ſo order'd, that they 
never were nor could be denied by 
any of the Enemies and Oppoſers of 
Chriſtianity ) that what he deliver d, 


cannot. but be received as the Oracles 


of God, and unqueſtionable Verity. 
And again; * Aﬀter his Reſurrection, 
he ſent his Apoſtles amongſt the Na- 


tions, accompanied with Miracles; 


which were done in all Parts fo fre- 
2 Reaſonableneſs, Sc. p. 256. d Ibid. 5. 26 „ 


quently, f 
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: quently, and before ſo many Witneſ- 
ſes of all Sorts, in broad Day, light, 
that, as I have often obſerv d, the 
Enemies of Chriſtianity have never 
dared to deny them; No, not Julian 
himſelf: Who neither wanted. Skill 
nor Power to enquire into the t | 
nor would have failed to have 
claimed and expoſed it, if he _— 
have detected any Falſhood in the Hi- 
ſtory of the Goſpel, or found the leaſt 
ground to queſtion the Matter of Fact 
publiſhed of Chrift and his Apo- 
ſtles. The Number and Evidence of 
the Miracles done by our Saviour and 
his Followers, by the Power and 
Force of Truth bore down this migh- 
ty and accompliſhed Emperor and all 
his Parts, in his own Dominions. He 
durſt not deny ſo plain Matter of F act; 
Which being granted, the Truth of 
our Saviour's Doctrine and Miſſion 
unavoidably follows; notwithſtanding 
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vi The PREF ASE. 
could invent, or Malice ſhould offer, 
to the contrary. Le. 
Too thoſe who ask, What need was 
there of a Saviour? What Advantage 
. have we by Jeſus Chriſt, Mr. Lock x 
replies, © It is enough to juſtify the 
fitneſs of any thing to be done, by 
reſolving it into the Wiſdom of God, 
who has done it; Whereof our nar- 
row Underſtandings and ſhort Views. 
may utterly incapacitate us to judge. 
We know little of this Viſible, and 
nothing at all of the State of that In- 
tellectual World (wherein are infinite 
numbers and degrees of Spirits out of 
the Reach of our Ken or Gueſs,) and 
therefore know not what Tranſactions 
there were between God and our Sa- 
viour, in reference to his Kingdom. | 
We know not what need there was to 
ſet up a Head and a Chieftain, in Op- d 
poſition to THE PRINCE of THIS 
WorLD, THE PRINCE. © F THE 
TTT 1 
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Powter or THE AIR Se. where- 
of there are more than obſcure Inti- 
mations in Scripture. And we ſhall 
take too much upon us, if we ſhall 

call God's Wiſdom or Providence to 
Account, and pertly condemn for 
needleſs, all that our weak, and per- 
haps biafſed UNDERSTANDING, 
cannot account for. And then he 
hews at large the Neceſſity there was 
of the * Goſpel Revelation, to deliver 
the World from the miſerable State of 
| Darkneſs « and Ignorance that Mankind 
were in, 1. As to the true Knows 
ledge of God, 2, oy 70 the Worſhih 
zo be paid him, © 3. As to the Duties 
to be perform d to Fi To which he 
adds the mi ghey Aids and Encourage- 
ments to the Performance of our Du- 
iy, 1. © From the Aſſurance the Goſ- 


Pe / 8&7 ves of future Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments; and 2. From the Pro- 


2. 260, » 25% - ©2306, a * 284. 
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miſe of the Siri of God 70 direct and J 


ali us. 
22. Holy Sextrrbnzs are 890 
where mentioned by him with the 
reateft Reverence. He calls them 
zhe s Holy Books, the Sacred Text, 
Holy Writ, and Divine Revelation ; 
and exhorts Chriſtians * to betake 
themſelves in Earneſt to the Study of 
the way to Salvation, in thoſe Holy 
Writings, wherein God has reveal'd 
it from Heaven, and propos'd it to 
the World; ſeeking our Religion 
where we are ſure it is in truth 
to be found, comparing Spiritual 
Things with Spiritual. And in a 
Letter written the Year before his 
Death, to one who had asked this Que- 
tion, What is the ſhorteſt and fureſt 
way, for a young Gentleman to at- f 
tain to a true Knowledge of the 1 


Chriſtian Religion, in the full and 


* Pref, to Comment, k Ibid, P. 24, i Poſth, 
Works, p. 344: | : 
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The PRERFPACR. ix 
juſt Extent of it? His Anſwer is, Let 
him · ſtudy the Holy Scripture, eſpe- 
cially the New Tellus: Therein 
are contain d the Words of Eternal 
Life. It has God for its Author; Sal- 
vation for its End; and Truth, with- 
out any mixture of Error, for its 
Matter. A Direction, that was co- 

ied from his own Practice, in the 
© latter part of his Life, and after his 
Retirement from Buſineſs ; when - for 
fourteen or fifteen Years, he applied 
himſelf eſpecially to the Sudy of the 
Holy Scriptures, and employed the 
laſt Years of his Lite hardly in any 
Thing elſe. He was never weary of 
admiring the great Views of that 
Sacred Book, and the juſt Relation of 
all its Parts. He every Day made 
Diſcoveries in it, that gave him treſh 
cauſe of Admiration. 
Of St. Paul in Particular, upon 


ſeveral of whofe Epiſtles he drew wp a 
x Poſth. Works, p. 20, 
. moſt 


Xx The PRETAck. 
moſt uſe ful Commentary , be ſay „ 


That he was miraculouſly called to 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, and de- 
.clared to be a choſen Veſſel; 
- - - - That he had the whole Th 
ctrine of the Goſpel from God by 
immediate Revelation - - - That for. 
his Information in the Chriſtian 
Knowledge, and the Myſteries and 
Depths of the Diſpenſation 'of God 
by Jeſus Chriſt, God himſelf had 
condeſcended to be his Inſtructor 
and Teacher - - - That he had re- 
ceiv'd the Light of-the Goſpel, from 
the Fountain and Father of Light 
| himſelf - - and, That an exact O- 
. ſervation of his Reaſonings and In- 
ferences, is the only ſafe Guide for 
the right underſtanding of him, un- 
der the Spirit of God, that . 
cheſe Sacred . 


Comment, p. 16. ® P. 17, 
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| And the Death of this Great Man 

WAS agreeable zo his Life. For we 
are inform'd by one who was with him 
when he dyd, and had lived in the 
fome onthe for ſeven Years before, 
That the Day before his Death he par- 
ticularly ® . all about him to 
read the Holy Scriptures, That he de- 
ird to be remember'd by them at 
Evening Prayers, and being told, that 


if he would, the whole Family ſhould 


come and pray by him in his Cham- 
ber, he anſwer' d, he ſhould be very | 
glad to have it 50 if it would not give 
too much Trouble; That an Occa- 
fron offering to [peak of the Goodneſs of 
God, he eſpecially exalted the Love 
which God ſhewed to Man, in juſti- 
fying him by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; 
and return d God Thanks in Particular 
for having called him to the Know 
edgy. of that divine Saviour. 95 


5 Poſth Works, FP. 21. * Ibid. 5 20, 21. 


Abou 
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xij The PR ETACE. 
About two Months before his Death, 
he drew up a Letter to à certain 
2 Gentleman (who afterwards diſtin- 
guiſh'd himſelf by a very different way 
of Thinking and I riting, ) and left 
this Direction upon it, To be deli- 
vered to him after my Deceaſe. In 
it, are theſe remarkable Words, 
— + [This Life is a Scene of Vanity that 
ſoon paſſes away, and affords no ſolid 
Satisfaction, but in the conſciouſneſs 
of doing well, and in the hopes of 
another Life. This is what I can ſay 
upon Experience, and what you will 
find to be true, when you come to 
make up the Account. 


- Sir IS AAC NEWTON, univerſally 
acknowledged to be the ableſt Philo- 
ſopber and Mathematician that this or 
perhaps any other Nation has produc'd, 
ig alſo well known to have been a e. 


Believer, and a erious Chriſtian. 
P Poſth. Works, p. 328. 4 Ar. Collins, 
His 
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The PRERFPACER. ij 
His Diſcoveries concerning ;he Frame 
and Syſtem of the Univerſe, were ap- 
ply'd by him, as Mr. Boyles Enquiries © 
into Mature had been, to demonſtrate - 
againſt Atheiſts of all Kinds, the Be- 
ing of a God, and to illufrrate bis 
Power and Wiſdom in the Creation of 
the World. Of which a better Ac 
count cannot bs given, than in the 
Words of an ingenious Peron who has 
been much converſant in his 4 Philo- 
» ophical Writings : © At the end of > 
his Mathematical Principles of Ma- 
tural Philoſophy, he has given us 
his Thoughts concerning the Deity. 
Wherein he firſt obſerves, that the 
Stmilitude found in all Parts of the 
Univerſe, makes it undoubted, that 
the whole is governed by one Su- 
preme Being, 10 whom the Original 
is owing of the Frame of Mature, 
which evidently is the Effect of 
Choice and Deſign. He then pro- 


5 View of 2 Philoſophy. 
& © ceeds 
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x1V The PREFAck. 
© ceeds briefly to flate the beſt meta- 
phyfical Notions concerning God. 
In ſhort, we cannot conceive either 
of Space or Time otherwiſe than as 
neceſſarily exiſting ;. this Being there- 
fore, on whom all others depend, | 
muſt certainly exift by the ſame 
Weeceſſity of Nature. Conſequently 
wherever Space and Time is found, 
there God muſt alſo be. And as it 
appears impoſſible to us, that Space 
ſhould be limited, or that Time 
e ſhould have had a Beginning, the 
' © Deity muſt be both immenſe and 
ST ER. 7X Fl 
| This great Man applyd himſelf 
with the utmoſt Attention to the Study 
of the Holy Scriptures, and confider d 
the ſeveral Parts of them with an un- 
common Exactneſe; particularly, as 
zo the order of Time, and the ſeries 
of Prophecies and Events relating to 
[- the Meſſiah. Upon which Head he 
has left behind him an elaborate Di/- 
. 
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The PRE FACE. | xv 
courſe, to prove that the famous Pro- 
phecy of Daniel's Weeks, which has 
been fo induftriouſly perverted by the 
Dz1sTs of our Times, Was an ex- 


pr &fs P rophecy of the coming of the 
Me Nab, and Full d in 1 Je gſus Chriſt. 


Two others, Dr. nar: and Dr. 
Clark, need no other Vindication from 
the Reproach of being in any degree 
partial to the Infidel Side, 1455 what 
is here publiſh d. 

The Judgment of Dr. Burnet con- 
cerning the Doctrine of the Trinity, 1s 
taken out of his Book, entitled, The 
Faith and Duty of a Chriſtian; q Writ- 
ren originally in Latin, and tranſlated 
here for the Uſe of the Englith Reader. 
It was made publick after his Death ; 
but the worthy Editor aſſures us, That 
it was eme exatily from the Author's 
Original, and that the Doctrine deli- 
ver d in it, was the Doctrine he pro- 

. Pref. p. 12. 
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xvi The Prerace. 
te eſs d to his dying Day. Dr. Burnet, 
in his Preface, ſpeaking of the 
0 Dificulty of fathoming many. of the 
| dining Diſpen/ations, adds, © That 

«© nothing, however, forbias any Man 
« to try his Strength in di N | 
« Truths, whether divine or natu- 
«ral, ſo long as he delivers his Sen- 
« fiments with Modeſty and Mode- 
« ration, and makes the Sacred Canon 
« His Rule both of Faith and Manners, 
« and preſerves the Foundations of 
« Chriſtianity entire.” 

The fudgment of Dr. Clark concern- 
ing ſome other Points of the Chriſtian 
Faith, which are particularly nen- 
tion d in the Title, is taken from his 
poſt bumous Sermon, lately publiſh'd 
in ten Volumes. The Pia of theſe, 
which a Right Reverend Prelate gives 
71s in the Preface, 18, That as ſoon as 
he was ſettled in the Pariſh of St. 
James s, he left off his former way 
of Preaching, without the Aſſiſtance 
of 7 


* 


The PRE PACE. xvij 
of Notes, and made it one of his 
chief Studies to compoſe and write 
down as accurate Sermons as he 
could; and, That from that Time it 
became his Reſolution to prepare his 
Sermons in ſuch a manner, that they 
might hereafter be as uſeful from the 
Preſs, as he wiſh'd them then to be 
from the Pulpit. 

Accord; ngly, he did not only Sins 
that he intended thoſe Sermons 3 the 
Preſs; but he had mark'd with his 
own Hand, in what Order nh ſhould 

be printed. 


Mr. Wo! LASTON was early taken 
Motice of as a Perſon of uncommon Abi- 
lities, and very worthy of Promotion in + 
the Church. But afterwards, he became 
poſſeſs d of a plentiful Eflate, and, chu- 

ing à private contemplative Life, had 
the Curiofity to draw a Delineation of the 
Religion of Mature; or, in other Words, 
4% enquire how far the Principles and 
Duties 


Xviij The PREFACE. 
Duties of Religion may be trac d by mere 
Matural Reaſon in its utmoſt Strength. 

But all the while, he liv d as became a 
muh pious and good Chriſtian ; con- 
5 Pantly attending the public Worſhip 
8 of God, and frequently receiving the 

Holy Sacrament ; that is (according 

10 the Reaſoning of Dr. Burnet, as 

quoted above) he induls'd bis own Spe- 

eulations, but made the Sacred Canon 
his. Rule of Faith and Practice. And 
© how far it was from his Intention to 

diſcard Revelation, or to et up the Law + 

of Mature again/# it, or to conſider 

that Low otherwiſe than as paving the 
way lo it, let his own Words teſtify. 

After he has laid down the Argu- 

ments for the Immortality of the Soul, 

as founded upon Natural Reafon, he 
adds, (Page 211.) © Here I begin to 

« be very ſenſible how much want a 

« Guide. But as the Religion of Na- 

« ture 7s ny Theme, I muſt at preſent 

« content my ſelf with that Light 

8 &« which 
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« which Mature affords; my Buſi _ 
ce being, as it ſeems, only to 
« what a Heathen Philoſopher, wi 7h. 
& out any other Help, and almoſt his 
« 'own Teacher, may be ſuppoſed to 
cc think. . I hope = neither the dt 
« ing of this, nor any thing elſe con- 
cc 455 'd in this Delineation, can be 
 & he leaſt Prejudice to any other true 
« Religion. Whatever is immediately 
& reveal'd from God, uf}, as well 
% as any thing elſe, be treated as be- 
0 ing what it is; which cannot be, i 
© it is not treated with the higheſt Re- 
ce gard, believed and obeyed. That - 
E rherefore, which has been fo much 
© inſiſted on by me, and is, as it were, 
ce the aden of my Song, is ſo far 

« from undermining true Reveal d Re- 
* ligion, that it rather paves the way 
« for its Reception. This, I take this 
« Opportunity, to remark 10 Jou once 


&« for all. 
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xx The PREFPAcE. 
Tpbe two great Articles whereby the 
Deiſts d. iftinguiſh themetoes from Chri- 
Nians in Practice, and by which, , 
_ chief, they increaſe the IV, "Mr of 
their Votaries, are, an Exemption 
from attending Religious Ordinances of 
all Kinds, which the Goſpel enjorns ; 
and an Indulgence in Luſts and Plea- 
ſures, which the Goſpel forbids. If 
they can find, upon the firifteft Eu- 
 quiry, that any one of the Perſons be- 
fore-mention'd, did, while living, be- 
have like a Deiſt in theſe Reſpects, 
we will give 1 up as a Favourer of 
their Set? ; but till that appear, it is 
o more than an Aci of fuſtice, now 
they are dead, to reſcue their Memo- 


ries from the R wore 0 an Com- 
pay 


me 


The Judgment of Dr. THoMAs BuzNer, 
Concerning the DocTR INE of the 
P R INI TX. | 992745 


© 6. 19. of his Book, De Pide & Officlis Chri- 
ſtianorum, i. e. * the Faith and Duties of 
C, As NING Ada IX 


8 T is to be remark d, clue ſo * 
as appears, Chriſt's Divinity 
was not manifeſted to the Apo- 
ſtles themſelves before his Re. 
bree, [ Mark xvi. 11, 13, 
1 * Luke xxiv. 21.] Nor in- 
deed Takes his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion 
into Heaven) before the pouring forth of 
the Holy Ghoſt; Wwho was to give Teſti- 
mony to him, and to ſpeak more 1882 


than Chriſt had ſpoken of himſelf, Joln 


But the Confirter, which is the Holy Gho , whom the 
Father will ſend in my name, he ſhall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatſoever 1 have 
ſaid unto you, 


B : xiv. 


2 The Judgment of Dr. Tho. Burnet, 
XIV. 26. and 2 xv. 26. Things which the 
Apoſtles, during Chriſt's Abode with thein, 
were not able to bear, by reaſon of their 
Weakneſs, 3 Jobn xvi. 12, 13. I do not re- 
member that Chriſt hath any where in the 
» Goſpel clearly ſaid that he is God: But then 
Thomas, his Apoſtle, applied that Title to 
him, in the hearing of Chriſt, and receiv'd 
no Rebuke for ſo doing, + Jobn xx. 28. And 
the Fews ſeem to have underſtood the Words 
of Chriſt in that Senſe, in 5 Fobn v. 18. and 
6 x. 30. and the following Verſes. And 
' Chriſt himſelf appointed a new Form of 
Baptiſm, In the Name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoft, Matth. xxvili. 19. and 
hath commanded that all Men ſhould Honour 
the Son, as they honour the Father, John v. 23. 
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| gut when the Comforter is come, whom 1 will ſend unto 
you from the Father, even the ſpirit of truth, which proceedeth 
f from the Father, he fhall teſtify of mie. 
I have yet many things to ſay unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now. Howbtiit, when he, the ſpirit of truth, is come, 
he will guide you into all truth: for he ſhall not ſpeak of him- 
fel; but whatſoever he ſhall bear, that ſhall he ſpeak: and 
he will ſhew you. things to come, E 
0 635  T homas anſwered and ſaid unto him, My Lord and my 
'Þ 1 | oh $5 
1 - 5 Therefore the Fetos fought the more to kill bim, becauſe 
18 | be not inly had broken the ſabbath, but ſaid alſo that God 
Wo was his Father, making himſelf equal with God, 
ji | I and ny Father are one. Then the Fetus took up tones 
of again to ſtone him. Feſus anſwered them, Many good works 
kf ' have] ſbero d you from my Father, For which of thoſe works 
_ do ye ſtone me? The Fews anſtvered him, ſaping, For a 
it good work we ſtone thee not, but fer blaſphemy; and becaufe | 
1 that thou, being a man, nateſt thy ſelf GG ˙. 
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concerning the Doctrine f the TRIxVIT L. 3 
and hath told us, that 40 things that the Fa- 
Thber hath, are his, John xvi. 15. The Infe- 

rence is, That Chriſt, in thoſe Inftances, 
ſpoke of himſelf, or heard others ſpeak of 
him, with leſs Modeſty than was meet (par- 
don the Boldneſs of the Expreſſion ) if at 
the ſame time he knew himſelf to be no 
more than a meer Man, and yer ſuffered the 
Miſtake of others, in that Particular, to 
paſs uncorrecte. . 
Beſides, when Chriſt wrought his Mira- 
cles, he ſpake not, as the Apoſtles did, in 
the Name of another; but in the commanding 
Style, and like God, At the Creation, God 
faid, Let there be Light, and there was Light. 
Chriſt faid, I vill, be thou clean; and the 
Leper was cleanſed, Marth. viii. 3. He faid 
to the Man fick of the Palſy, Ariſe, take up 
thy Bed, and go unto thine Houſe ; and he de- 
parted found, Marth. ix. 6. He ſaid to the 

Sea in a great Tempeſt, Peace: Be ſtill: and 
the Wind ceaſed, and there was a great Calm, 
Mark iv. 39. This is not the Language of 
Man, it is God that ſpeaks. And all this, Tan 
apt to think, would more plainly appear to 
us from Chriſt's own Words, if the Diſcourſe: 
had been recorded, which he, after his Re- 
ſurrection, held with his Apoſtles, juſt be- 
fore his leaving this World; When beginning 
at Moſes, he is ſaid to have expounded what- 
ever the Prophets had ſaid concerning him- 
ſelf, Luke xxiv. 27. 


* 
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P. 127. As to 1 is ap lors of the 
Apoſtles, that they ſparingly, or leſs expli- 
city, mention the Divinity of- Chriſt in their 
. firſt. Sermons to the People: If Conje- 
tures may be allowed, I ſhould: think that 
that was done deſignedly, in order to avoid 
the Offence which the Jews might take at 
the leaſt Appearance or Suſpicion of Poly- 
theiſm. It is likely, that the common Fews 
did not believe that the Meſſiah was to be 
God; and therefore, when they thought 
that Chriſt affirmed himſelf to be God, they 
thought alſo he deſerved to be ſtoned, as a 
1 7 John x. 30, 31, 33. (compare 
8 John v. 18. 9 viii. 58, 59.) And it is like- 
wiſe probable. that the ſame Prejudice, and 
the ſame Silence, as to that Point, was the 
reaſon why the Ebionites, Nazarenes, and 
other judaizing Sectaries, denied Chriſt's 
Divinity, although they acknowledged him 
to be the Meſſiah. So much for the 


| (Jews. 


7 T and my Father are one. Then the Fews took up flones 
again to ſtone him. The Fews anfwered him, ſaying, For 
a good work we tone thee not; but for blaſphemy: and be- 

cauſe thou, being a man, make thy ſelf God. 

Therefore the Fetus fought the more to kill him, becauſe 
he not only 12 broken the ſabbath, but ſaid alſo, that God 
was his Father, making himſelf equal with God. 

Feſus ſaid unto them, Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, be- 
fore Abraham was, I am. Then took they up ſtones to caſt 
at him: But 7 0 s hid himſelf, and went out of the Temple, 


going thro the midſt of 2 5 /o paſſed by. 
As 
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As for the Gentiles, who were to be con- 
e from Polytbeiſm it would have been 
by no means proper to have propoſed to 
them, at their firſt Entrance into Chriſti- 
anity, the Myſtery of the Trinity in Uni- 
ty, or of three Perſons, every one of which 
is God, leſt they ſhould think themſelves fal- 
ling into a new kind of Polytheiſm. Pati- 
ence was to be had as to that Point, till the 
Time came, when the preparing and 
ſtrengthning of "their Minds made it proper 
to ſay all Things to all Men, and that open- 
ly and -plainly ; which we ſee afterwards 
done in the Epiſtles of the . and the 
Goſpel of St. John. 


# P. 129. St. John ſeems to have written his 
Goſpel with this Deſign chiefly; to bear 
Witneſs to the Divinity of Chriſt. At the 
very beginning of it, he declares the Pre- 
exiſtence of the Mord, and that the Word is 
God, and that by him all Things were cre- 
ated. It is manifeſt that the Evangeliſt 
ſpeaks of the Perſon of Chriſt, when a little 
below, at the fourteenth Verſe, he mentions 
the Word's being made Fleſh, and his ap- 
pearing among us. They who wreſt what 
Is here ſaid, to that Point of Time in which 
the Goſpel began to be preached, and to a 
metaphorical and moral Creation, have Re- 
courſe to a ſhift which can have no Weight 
or Colour of Truth, with Perſons of an in- 
genuous 
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genuous Diſpoſition. Such a Propoſition as 
this, viz. That Chriſt exiſted in the beginning 
of the Chriſtian Religion, is a flat, inſipid, 
and in effect an identical Propoſition. Eſpe- 
cially ſince what is ſaid of Chriſt by the 
ſame Apoſtle in his Epiſtles, is not "ally 
conſiſtent with, but conſonant to, the Do- 
- Etrines here laid down, 1 1 Fohn i. 1. 2 3. 
and 2 v. 7, 3 20. And fince, in his Book of 
Revelations, he often repreſents the fame 
Chriſt as God; as Alpha and Omega, (com- 
pare 4 1/a1. xli. 4. and 5 xliv. 6. and 6 xlviii. 12.) 
and as the proper Object of our Invocation 


: That which was from the b which we have 
heard, which we have ſeen with our eyes, which we have 
Jcked upon, and our hands have handled of the word of 7 
(For the Life was manifeſted, and we 457 een it, and bear 
witneſs, and ſhaw unto you that eternal 22 which was with 

the Father, and was manifeſted unto us.) That which we 
have ſeen and heard, declare we unto you, that ye alſo m 
have fellowſhip with us: and truly our fellowſhip i 150 — th 
Pather and his Son 6 Chriſt. 

z There are three that bear record in laben, the Father, 

the Word, and the Holy Ghoft: and theſe three are one. 

And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an underſtanding that we may know him that is true: 
and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Feſus Chri 2 
This is the true God and eternal Life. 

+ Who hath wrought-and done it, calling the generations 

42 . beginning © I the Lord, the firft and with the laſt, 
am he 

s Thus ſaith the Lord, the king of Iſrael, and his Re- 
deemer the Lord of hofts, 7 am the firſt, and I am the laſt; 
95 des me there is no God. 

s Hearken unto me, O Jacob, and * my: ,, ' | * 
am 555 7 am the firſt, I alſo am the laſt. 


and 
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and Adoration, 7 Rev. i. 8. 8 xxi. 3, 9 6, 7. 
10 iy, 5, Ce. which is like wiſe confirmed by 
other places of Scripture. 7 | 
In St. Paul's Epiſtles we meet with many 
and various kinds of Arguments and Intima- 
tions leading us to the Knowledge of Chriſt's 
Divinity. It is ſaid by St. ohn, that all 
Things were made, or created, by the Mord; 
and that the ſame Word was afterwards 
made Fleſh. St. Paul, in his Epiſtles, as well 
as St. John, aſcribes the Creation of all 
Things to Chriſt; and then in the third 
2 of the Epiſtle ro the Hebrews, at 
the fourth Verſe, he ſays, hat be who built 
all Things, is God. Whence it neceſſarily 
follows, that the ſame Chriſt was by St. 
Paul taken to be God. WAYS « 

I faid before, that the Creation of all 
Things is aſcribed to Chriſt, and appropria- 
ted to him in the moſt ſolemn manner b 
the ſame Apoſtle; as may be ſeen in the firſt 
Chapter to the Hebrews, at the third and 
tenth Verſes; and moſt fully in his Epiſtle to 

7 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
ſaith the Lord, which is, and: which was, and which is to 

„ ER OT we 
And I heard a great voice out of heaven,” ſaying, Behold 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 

them: and they ſhall be his people, and God himſelf ſhall be 
with them, and be their God. | wm 5 
Hud be ſaid unto me, it is done, I am Alþha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end, He that overcometh ſhall inherit 
all things, and I will be his God, and he ſtall be my Son. 
% Out of the throne proceeded lightnings, and thundrings, 
and voices: and there were ſeven lamps of fire burning before 
the throne, which are the ſeven ſpirits of Cod. "2 
OY N the 
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the Cole Hans, in the firſt Chapter, at the 
roth and 17th Verſes : By him | He is ſpeak- 
ing of Chriſt ] were all Things created that 
are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſible 
and inviſible, cohether they be Thrones, or Do- 
minions, or Principalities, or Powers: All 
Things, 1 fay, were created by him and for 
him : And he is before all Things, and by bim 
all Things conſſt. Here the Apoſtle aſſerts, 
that the Celeſtial and Terreſtrial, the Corpo- 
real and Intellectual Worlds, were created by 
Chriſt. Nor could the Univerſality of the 
Thing have been expreſſed by a fuller Enu- 
meration of Particulars. Here is no room 
left for a metaphorical Creation or Renovation 
wrought by the Goſpel; ſince the Series here 
laid down, comprehends the Orders ſuperior 
ro Man, and all che Angels, of what Rank 
ſoever, ho continued ſtedfaſt i in their Inno- 
cence and Obedience. 5 
Beſides, the creating Heaven and Earth, 

and all Things therein, is mention'd in the 
ſacred Writings, both of the Prophets and 
the Apoſtles, as the peculiar Character of 


the true and moſt high God; and by this 


he is diſtinguiſhed from the 8ctirions and 
leſſer Gods, Laiab xlii. 5. 2 and xliv. 24. 


pus faith the Lord, He that created the beaten; and 
Rtretched them out: he that ſpread forth the earth, and that 
Thich cometh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people 
upon it, and ſpirit to them that walk therein. 

z Thus faith the Lord thy redeemer, and he that formed 
thee from the womb, I am the Lord that maketh all things, 
that ftretcheth forth the heavens alone, that ſpreadeth abroad 
14 * earth by myſelf. 7 er. 


— 
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1 Fer. x. 11, 12. 2 Adds vii. 50. and 3 xvii. 24. 
Nor can that Character be otherwiſe under- 
ſtood in theſe Places, without violently diſtort- 
ing the Senſe of them. Moreover, it is proba- 
ble, that ſo many Ranks of Things are here 


reckoned up, purpoſely to guard againſt the 


little Objections and Cavils of thoſe Here- 
ticks, who feigned to themſelves orher Ma- 
kers of the World. St. John agrees with 
this Diſcourfe of St. Paul, (as indeed it is 
uſual with theſe two, to confirm each others 
Doctrine upon this Head) and adds Strength 
to it, by expreſly attributing the Title of 
Almighty (TIzvywexzpS. to Chriſt, 4 Rev. 
1, 8. Por there, by all fair and juſt Rules of 
Conſtruction, we muſt make the Word A 
mighty relate to Chriſt; both becauſe the for- 
mer part of the Verſe belongs to Chriſt, as 

lainly appears from other Places of the faid 
Book ( Chap. i. 11, 18. Chap. ii. 8. and xxii. 
13.) and likewiſe, becauſe what immediate- 
ly goes before, refers to Chriſt. Laſtly, the 
Word Kue zo, or Lord, for the moſt part de- 


7 


: Thus ſhall ye ſay unto them, the gods that have nat made 
the heavens and the earth, even they ſhall periſh from the earth, 
and from under theſe heavens, He hath made the earth by his 
power, he hath eſtabliſhed the world by his wiſdom, and hath 

ftretched out the heavens by his diſcretion. 

Hath not my hand made all theſe things ? | 

3. God that made the world, and all things therein, ſeeing 
that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands. | 

+. £2000. * and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
faith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to 
come, the Almighty. | 

„ C notes 
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I notes Clrif, in the New Teſtament; and 
| under the ſame Title is attributed to him the 
| Power of raiſing the Dead; and of ſubduing 
N 4 Things unto bimſelſ, Phil. IL 20. And in 
1 Cor. vili. 6. it is {aid, There is one Lord, 
 Fejus Chriſt; by whom are all Ihings. 
Eur beſides the Power of Chriſt, which 
manifeſts his Divinity; the ſame Apoſtle 
Paul affirms ſuch Things of the Perſon of 
Chriſt, as cannot be ſaid of any created Sub- 
ſtance. | Chriſt is by him called (Heb. i. 3.) 
the Brightneſs, or rather the ſhining forth of 
the Glory of God: And the Character, or 
> expreſs Image of his Perſon. No Nature, nei- 
ther Human nor Angelick, however exalted, 
can, according to my Apprehenſion, ſuſtain 
ſuch Titles as theſe, which are truly Di- 
vine; not acquired, or conferred, but natural, 
and begotten by neceſ/ary Emanation, as Light | 
by the Sun. Chriſt is likewiſe. ſaid to have 
— exiſted in the Form of God, before his Incar- 
nation or Humiliation, in the ſecond Chap- 
ter to the Philippians, at the ſixth Verſe; 
where though we meet with ſome Expreſ- 
ſions and Phraſes, the preciſe Meaning of 
which it may be difficult to determine, yet 
in general they undoubtedly ſignify thus 
much, that Chriſt exiſted, and that 77 the 
Form 97 God, before his Deſcent 3 into a mor- 
tal Body. Laſtly, The ſame Apoſtle, in his 
ſecond Chapter to the Coloſfians, at the ninth 
Verſe, aſſerts, that in Chrift dwelt all the Ful. 
neſs of the Godhead nd That is, not on- 


ly 


* 
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| ly in Shadows, Figures, - and Types; not 
as aſſum d, and in a tranſitory manner; but 
vitally, as the Soul dwells in the Body. 

Nor is it an Argument to be ſlighted, as of 
ſmall moment, that, as far as appears, this 
Doctrine of Chriſt's Divinity hath been the 
Doctrine of the Chriſtian Church from the 
Times of the Apoſtles to this Day; and that 
the contrary Opinion has been always held 
erroneous and heretical... I would not by this 
be underſtood to aſcribe Infallibility to the 
Church, or to general Councils; but in our 
Enquiries into Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 

I think it right to conſult the Witneſſes of 
the Times, in order to diſcover what has 
been conſtantly received from the. beginning, 
and what unheard-of or diſapproved. For 
that which obtained in the Infancy, upon the 
firſt planting of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
which the Fathers and Biſhops of the Church 
have taught, as well when met together in 
Councils, as ſeverally in their Writings, that 
I ſay (if not contradicted by the ſacred Ca- 
non) will always, with equitable Judges, have 
its Weight in the CONES of Controver- 
ſies. | 

But to return to the Fountains. Since theſe 
Things are ſo, we are oblig'd, according to 
that Light which God hath vouchſafed us in 
the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, to believe and 
profeſs that Jeſus of Nazareth is the Meſſiah, — 
and likewiſe God. If we miſtake in this Faith, 
the Miſtake is ſo far from being voluntary, 

. C2 „ 
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- that it is inevitable; for-we follow, accord- 
ing to the beſt of our Apprehenſion, the 
Guides which God has given us, St John, and 
Paul the Apoſtle. God hath commanded us 
from Heaven, that we ſhould hear Chriſt; 
and Chriſt in like manner, that we ſhould 
hear his Apoſtles, Matt. x. 40. and xxviii. 20. 
FJobn was Chriſt's beloved Diſciple, Job. xxi. 
20. Paul received from Chriſt, after his Aſ- 
cenſſon into Heaven, his Call, his Apoſtleſhip, 
his divine Authority, and confirmed them 
with repeated Miracles. To theſe ſacred Wri- 
ters we aſſent and adhere, interpreting. them 
according to the genuine Force and receiv'd 
Uſe of their Words; for neither Chriſt nor 
the above-cited Writers have told us that theſe 
ſacred Oracles were written in any other Style, 
or that they were to be interpreted in any other 
II Zanaslig Aft 
Laſtly, As to the Light of Nature, it is to 
be obſerv d, that we ought to follow the Au- 
thority of our Teacher in thoſe Things that are 
made known to us by Revelation only; and 
ſuch are the Particulars of which we are now 
treating. Nor is it right that we ſhould ſet 
up our own Reaſon as a fit and every way 
competent Judge, on a Subject that is infinite, 
ſuch as the divine Nature is; eſpecially When 
the Enquiry is about the Myſteries belonging 
| to that Nature, and its ſeveral Modes of Di- 
ſtinction and Unity; Queſtions which we can 
neither comprehend nor determine by our 
own proper Strength; and therefore in treat- 
Fe, "T « mg 
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ing upon and examining ſuch Points, it be- 
comes us to uſe the greateſt Modeſty and 
Moderation, as well upon account of our 
own Weakneſs, as the ſublime Excellency of 
the Subject we are conſidering. 7 | 


Page 137. Thus much concerning the 
Divinity of Chrift, according to the holy 
Scriptures. In the ſame Scriptures the HoLy 
GnosT is joined with Chriſt, and repreſented 
to us after the manner of one divine Perſon, 
1 Matt. iii. 16, 17. and 2 xxviii. 19. 3 Fob. xiv. 
16. and 4 xv. 26. 5 1 Cor. xi. 4, 5, 6. 6 2 Cor. 
xili. 14. 7 1 Pet. i. 2. 8 1 Job. v. 7. And to 


Aud Feſus toben he was baptized, went up ftraightway 
aut of the water : and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, 
and he ſaw the Spirit of God deſcending like a dove, and light- 
ing upon him. And lo, a voice from heaven, ſaying, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed. x 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy G hoſt. 

- 3 vill pray the Father, and he ſhall give you another 

Comforter, that he may abide with jou for eher. 

At that day ye ſhall ask in my name. And 1 ſay not unto 
you, that I will pray the Father for d.. 

5 Now there are diverſities of gifts, but the Yun Spirit; 
and there are diver ſites adminiſtrations, but the fame Lord. 
And there are diverſitics of operations, but it is the ſame God. 
which worketh all in all. | 

o The grace of the Lord Feſus Chrift, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with you all. Amen. 

7 Elect, according to the fore-knowledge of God the Father, 
thro ſantttfication of the Spirit, unta abedience, and ſprinkling 
of the blood of Feſus Chrijt ; grace unto you, and peace be mul- 
tiplied. DE | | 

8 There are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Mord, and the Holy Ghoſt: and theſe three are one, 


this 
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this Perſon, ſo deſcribed and diſtinguiſhed, 
gare aſcribed ſuch Perfections as are peculiar 
to God. The Holy Ghoſt, by his Omnipre- 
ſence, dwells in all the Faithful, whereſoever 
diſperſed, 9 1 Cor. iii. 16. and vi. 19. 2 Rom. 
viii. 26. 3 1 Pet. iv. 14. And by the ſame Spi- 
rit we are regencrated, ſanctified, and illumi- 
nated, 4 Fob. iii. 5. 5 Tit. iii. 5. 6. 6 Job. xvi, 
13. He ſearcheth and underſtandeth all 
things, as well the Hearts of Men as the deep 
things of God, 7 Acls v. 3, 4. 8 1 Cor. ii. 10, 11. 
The ſame divine Perſon formerly moved and 


3 3 ye not that ye are | the remple of G od, ond that the 
Spirit of God diuelleth in you ? 

* Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Hol 65905 
which is in you, which ye have \ 4 God: and Je are not Jour 
ou 
* Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our FTI FOG toe 
know not what we ſhould pray for as we ought. But the Spi- 
rit itſelf maketh interceſſion for us, with Feen that e. cannot 
be uttered. 5 

3 If ye be reproached for the name of Chr:ft, happy are ye: £ 
for the Spirit of glory and of God refteth upon you. On their 
mw he is evil ſpoken of, but on your part he is glorified. 

+4 Feſus anſwered, Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, except 
a man be born of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 

the kingdom of God. 
According to his mercy he Sond us, by the woſhing of Te 
' | generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghoft. 
} * When he, the Spirit of truth, is Coins; he will lead you 
#4 into all truth. 
1 My hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghoſt: 9 
1 === == T hou haſt not lied unto men, but unto God. 
- 3 The Sprrit ſearcheth all things, yea the deep things A 
God. For what man knoweth the things of a man, ſave t 
ſpirit of man which is i in him? Even ſo the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 


inſpir'd 


concerniug the Doctrine of the TRINITY. 15 


inſpir'd the Prophets, in the ſame manner as 
afterwards he inſpir'd the Apoſtles, 1 2 Pet. i. 
21. 2 Heb. i. 1, Laſtly, the Holy Ghoſt is 
rank'd by way of Eminence with the Father 
and the Son, as well in the Form of Baptiſm 
preſcribed by Chriſt, as in the Bleſſings and 
Doxologies of the Apoſtles. 

Since therefore the Holy Ghoſt is manifeſt- 
ly repreſented to us in ſacred Scripture under 
the Character, not of a Quality or Power, but 
of a Perſon, and a thing ſubſiſting; and ſince 

erſonal Actions are attributed to him di- 

ſtinctly from the Father and the Son; and 
ſince, laſtly, thoſe Actions, Powers and Ef- 
fects are ſuch as exceed, and are far above all 
created Power; induced, I ſay, by theſe Ar- 
guments, we conclude that the Holy Ghoſt, 
repreſented to us in this View, is to be wor-. 
ſhipped and glorified together with the Father © 
and the Son. $6 


* The prophecy came not in old-time by the will of man : 
but holy men of God ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
hoſt. | 
> God, who at N times and in diverſe manners ſpake 
in tintes paſt unto the fathers by the prophets : hath in theſe laſt 
days ſpoken unto us by his Son. 
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The habe, Dr. SAMUEL Eudart, 
eee e „ T. Tbe Satisfaction, 
2. The Meri, 3. The Mediation 


Fay, Interceſſion F Cbriſt. 4. De 


ordinary 1; nfluence and Afi 5 of 
' the Holy Spirit. 5 The Two Sacra 


* 


. Sarisraer 10 N x of cur. 


Sermons, Vol. 1. 5. 302. 


FE EN Man bad preſumptu- 
WH || oufly finned, by tranſgreſſing 
a plain Command of his ſu- 
preme Governor, tis mani- 
feſt God could not but be diſ- 
leaſed at ſo unreaſonable an 
Action, and his Juſtice would neceſſarily call 
for Puniſhment; neceffarily, not perhaps by 
any abſolute neceſſity of Nature, as if God - 
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48 T be Judgment of Dr. Samuel Clarke, 


by his ſupreme Dominion and Authority 
could not have forgiven Offences committed 
againſt himſelf, freely, and without any Sa- 
tisfaction, if he had ſo pleaſed; but the mean- 
ing is, when we ſay the Juſtice of God nece/- 
ſarily called for Puniſhment, that it was very 
fit, very right, very reaſonable, and, in the 
Wiſdom of Government, really neceſſary that 
the pernicious and deſtructive Nature of Sin 
ſhould be made apparent; that his Indigna- 
tion againſt it, who is of purer Eyes than to be- 
hold Iniquity, ſhould be fully manifeſted, and 
that the Honour and Dignity of the eternal 
Laws of his righteous Government ſhould be 
ſupported and vindicated, the Greatneſs and 
Weight of his Commands preſerved, and the 
neceſſity of Holineſs and true Virtue eviden- 
ced. Now this End the Wiſdom of God ac- 
compliſhed even more effectually by the 
Death of his Son, than it would have been 
even by the Deſtruction of the Offender him- 
ſelf. For ſince God would not paſs over the 
Sins of Men without ſo great a Perſon's ſuf- 
fering in the Nature of Man, that is, ſince he 
did not think any other Method ſo proper of 
declaring his Mercy and Compaſſion towards 
Sinners, as that of ſo ſingular and extraordi- 
nary a Diſpenſation; this ſhows in the ſtrong- 
eſt and moſt affecting manner the greatneſs 
of his Indignation againſt Sin, and his real 
Concern to preſerve. the Laws of everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs from being deſpiſed or lightly 
tranſgreſſed. | 
Vol. 
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concerning the Sati faction, &c. of Cbriſt. 1 9 

Vol. 1. p. 30g. The plain Meaning of Chriſt's 
making Satisfaction for us, is, that God was 
pleaſed freely to appoint, and freely to accept, 
and of his mere Grace and Mercy to be ſatiſ- 
fied with, what Chriſt did and ſuffered, in 
vindication of the divine Juſtice, and of the 
Honour of God's Law's and Government, 
and for the manifeſting his irreconcilable Ha- 
tred againſt Sin. | [Rope 2 
Vol. 4. p. 16. Compaſſionating the Frailty of . 
our Nature, God reſolved to have Mercy up- 
on ſinful Man, in ſuch a manner as not to 
give Countenance or Encouragement to Sin; 
and accordingly ſent forth his own Son, the 
Brightneſs of his Glory,and the expreſs Image 
of his Perſon; both to condemn Sin in the 
Fleſh, and at the ſame time to obtain Pardon 
for it, by the ſhedding of his own Blood. 
aol. 4. p. 122. The Sacrifice of the Death of 
Chriſt (which is the Foundation of God's ac- 
cepting Repentance confiſtently with the Ho- 
nour of his divine Laws) was ineſtimably the 
greateſt Bleſſing that ever was conferr'd upon 
the Sons of Men; yea the Fountain and 
Spring, the original Foundation of all other 
Bleſſings. N | 1 ee 
aol. 4. p. 133. The Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper is not itſelf, like Baptiſm, a Rite ap- 
pointed for the Remiſſion of Sins, but 'tis a 
Commemoration only of that all- ſufficient 
Sacrifice which was once offered for an eter- 
nal Expiation. L189 | ie 
dN D 2 | Vol. 4. 
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20 ＋. be i of F. Samuel "=" 


Vol. 4. p. 134. The receiving this Sacrament 
is a continual Acknowledgment, that that 
Pardon which God vouchſafes us, not as a 


neceſſary Conſequent of the out ward Action, 


but upon the Condition of our true and un- 
feigned Repentance, even that that Pardon is 


the Purchaſe of the Blood of Chriſt, and the 


Effect of that great and eternal Sacrifice once 
offered for the Expiation of Sin. 

Veli g. p. 138. We here profeſs publickly our 
Faith in his” Death, and declare ſolemnly to 
the World that we expect Remiſſion of our 
Sins only thro' the Virtue of his Blood ſhed 
for. us. 

Vol. . p. 10. It was 1 of di- 
vine Wiſdom, for Reaſons of Government in 
the infinite and eternal Kingdom of God over 
the Univerſe, that his Mercy and Compaſſion 
towards penitent Sinners ſnhould be diſpenſed 


in a particular Method thro' the Atonement 


made by the Blood of Chriſt. In order to 
make this Atonement, and to become capa- 
ble of ſuffering as a Sacrifice by the ſhedding 
of his Blood, it was neceſſary for the Son of 
God to have a Body prepared for him. 
Vol. 5. p. 174. Chriſt is ſaid to have obtained 
Redemption for us, Heb. ix. 12. To have put 
away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, Heb. ix. 
26. To have given his Life a Ranſom for ma- 
ny, Matth. xX. 28. (For many, that is, for 
all thoſe. that ſhould believe and obey him, 
as tis is explain d * St. Paul, I Tim. ii. 60% „ 
N have 


concerning the Satisfattion, &c. of Chr gl. 21 
have bougbit us with a Price, 1 Cor. vi. 20.) To 
be the Propitiation for our Sint, St. John ii. a2. I 
and t have purchaſed a Church with his Blood, 
Acts xx. 28. With many the like Expreſſions, 
which do all plainly fignify, that Chriſt by 
his Death, and the ſhedding of his moſt pre- 
cious Blood, has made full and ſufficient Sa- 
tis action to the juſtice of God for the Sins of 
the whole World, that is, for as many as ſhall 
our ef the World flee unto him, and ſubmit 
themſelves to the Terms of the new Cove- 
nant, whereof he is made the Mediator. 
Vel. 5. P. 195. Sin is ſo hateful to God, and 
ſo inconſiſtent with the Honour of his Laws, 
that he would not pardon it even in thoſe 
whom he deſigned to have Mercy upon, with- 
out firſt inflicting the Puniſhment that was / 
due to it upon his only Son. 

Hol. g. p. 203. He has vindicated the Honour 
of God's Laws, by taking upon himſelf the 
Puniſhment of their Sins, who repent and 

embrace the Terms of the Goſpel. 

Vol. 5. p. 203. He condeſcended to be made 
Sin for us, who himſelf knew no Sin, that we L 
might be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him, 

2 Cor. v. 21. To be made Sin for us, i. e. to be 
made a Sacrifice for our Sins, chat we thro' 
that Expiation might become Subjects capa- 
ble of the Mercy of God. He took upon him 
our Nature, and was cloathed in Fleſh, partly 
indeed that he might preach the Will of God 
to Mankind in a nearer and more condeſcend- 
vo "mp 
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22 The Judgment of Dr. Samuel Clarke, 


ing Converſation with them; but principally, 


that he, who in the Form of God could not 
ſuffer, might become capable of ſuffering by 
being made in the Likeneſs to Man. He liv'd 
a moſt innocent and ſpotleſs: Life, that he 
might indeed ſet us an Example, that we 


ſhould follow his Steps; but chiefly, becauſe 


as it was required that the typical Sacrifices 


under the Law ſhould be whole and withour 
blemiſh, ſo it was neceſſary that he who was 
to be the real expiatory Sacrifice for the Sins 
of others, ſhould have none that needed Ex- 
piation of his own: For ſuch an High-Prieft 


became us, who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſe- 
| parate from Sinners, and made higher than the 


Heavens, Heb: vii. 26. He ſuffered a ſhame- 
ful and ignominious Death upon the Croſs, 
that he might indeed give us an Example of 
Patience, and readineſs to ſuffer ; but the prin- 
cipal Deſign of it was, that he might put a- 


way Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, and ob- 
tain eternal Redemption for us thro Faith in 
i his Blood. TH og 5 LT 
Vol. g. p. 317. The Reſurrection of Chriſt 


from the Dead was on God's Part a publick 


and authentick Declaration of his accepting 


the Sacrifice of the Death of Chriſt, as an 
Atonement for the Sin of all that truly re- 

t. 2 7 Gr chops 
Dol. 8. p.322. He has no need of the ſinful 


Man, nor any Obligation upon him to deli- 
ver apoſtate Creatures from that Death, which 
w_ by 


concerning the Satisfaction, &c. of Chriſt. 23 


by the Nature of Things, and by the Appoint- 


ment of God, is the proper Wages of Sin; 


nevertheleſs, being eſſentially good and mer- 


ciful, he reſolved to have Pity upon all ſuch 


Sinners as ſhould by true Repentance and real 


Amendment of Manners become Obje&s'of 


Compaſſion ; and at the ſame time, that the 


Honour, and Dignity, and Authority of his 
Laws, might in a conſiſtent manner be vindi- 
cated againſt Sin, he was pleaſed to appoint 
ings and Death of his gon. 

Viol. 8. p. 345. The Eſtate wherein the Apo- 
ſtle ſuppoſes Men to be, antecedent to their 
Redemption by Chriſt, is a State of Sin and 
Enmity againſt God. The Means by which 
we are delivered from this evil State, he tells 


us, are the Sufferings of Chriſt; 'Chrift has . 
once ſuffered for Sins, the Fiſt for the Unjuſt. 


By which. Words nothing leſs can be meant, 
than that the Son of God, in-order to the ef- 
fectual Expiation of Sin, ſuffered in the Sin- 
ner's ſtead; and by bearing the Wrath of 
God for us, made a perfect Atonement for 
the Sins of all true Penitents. For ſo the 


Scripture moſt expreſly declares in many pa- 


rallel Places; as, where Chriſt is affirmed 70 
have redeemed us by his Blood; to have born our 
Sins in his own Body on the Tree; to have given 
himſelf a Sacrifice for us, and a Propitiation 
or the Sins of the whole World. The Mean- 
ing of all which can be nothing leſs gs 

| that 


ſo great an Expiation as the voluntary Suffer- 
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24 | The Judgment of Dr. Samuel Clarke, 
that when Men had by Sin put themſelves in 
a State of Wrath, and out of the Favour of 
God, our Saviour by taking upon himſelf the 
Puniſhment of Death due to their Sins, and 
by ſuffering in their ſtead, and-thereby efta- 
bliſhing a Covenant for the accepting of Re- 
pentance, delivered them qut of that miſera- 
ble and loſt Condition; wherefore the Death 
of Chriſt was truly and properly an expiatory 
Sacrifice, and in the fulleſt Senſe a perfect 
and ſufficient Satisfaction for the Sins of the 
whole World; Satisfaction, not as an Equi- 
valent, without which God could not, and 
with which he could not but pardon Sin; 
(for the Scripture no where ſpeaks of Satis- 
faction in that Senſe, as ſome have errone- 
ouſly conceiv d,) but as an Atonement, which 


the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God was plea- 


ſed freely to appoint, and freely to accept, as 
. ſupreme Governor of the Univerſe. -* p 24 

Hol. 8. p. 361. Our Saviour, by obeying and 
ſuffering, and that to death, on our Behalf, 
and in our Stead, has actually vindicated, in 
the moſt glorious manner, the Honour and 
Authority of God; and by eſtabliſhing a Co- 
venant of Grace upon the Merits of his Suf- 
ferings and Obedience, has ſecured to all that 
truly repent and amend, Pardon and Remiſ- 
ſion of Sin, conſiſtent with the Honour of the 
divine Laws. Ty i | 

Hol. g. p. 366. His Death was truly and pro- 
perly, in the ſtricteſt Meaning of the Word, 


all 


- "conlermng the ati fuction, &c. of Chriſt. 29 
an expiatory Sacrifice; for if Sinners, by ha- 
ving diminiſhed the Honour, and deſpiſed 
the Authority of God's Laws, were become 
liable to the Juſtice and Vengeance of God; 
if the Son of God in our Nature, by vindica- 
ting the Honour of God's Laws, hath diſ- 
charged this Obligation, and obtained Remiſ- 
ſion for us; and if the obtaining this Remiſ- 
ſion was by the ſhedding of his Blood, which 
is called the Price of our Redemption, 1 Cor. vi. 
20. it follows, that the Wrath of God was 
appeaſed by the Death of Chr iſt, and that 
God was graciouſly pleaſed to accept this vi- 
carious Suffering of his Son in the ſtead of the 
Puniſhment that was due to the Sinner in his 
own Perſon, which 1s the expreſs and moſt 
proper Notion of an expiatory Sacrifice. 


Vol. 8. p. 368. To ſay that Chriſt died for — 


our Advantage, but not in our Stead; that 
his Death was not properly a Sacrifice for Sin, 
but merely a Teſtimony to his Doctrine, 1 
an Example to encourage us to ſuffer Per- 
ſecution chearfully for the Will of God, is 
really to diminiſh from the Grace and Mercy 
of God, and from that exceeding Love of our 
Saviour to Mankind, which the Apoſtle ex- 
tols principally from this very Conſideration, 
that he laid down his Life for us, or in our 
ſtead. ; 
Hol. 8. p. 369. The great and principal End, 
of our Saviour's dying, was that other and 


firſt Intention of it, the making an Expiation 
tor 


26 The fudgment of Dr. Samuel Clarke, &c. 
for the Sins of Mankind; this was the main 
Deſign of his appearing in the Fleſh, . . 
Dol. 8. p. 374. Had God accepted any ſuch 
flight Propitiation as could have been made 
or invented by Men, the Honour of his Laws 
would not have been ſufficiently vindicated, 
nor his Hatred ſufficiently declared againſt 
Sin; *twas neceſſary therefore that an Expia- 
tion ſhould be made by ſuch a Petſon, whoſe 
Innocence and Dignity might make his. Suf- 
ferings worthy to be accepted of God in the 

ſtead of the Puniſhment due to Mankind, ſo 
that he might forgive the Sinner conſiſtently 
with the Honour of his Laws, and with his 
irreconcilable Hatred againſt Sin. ' 
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4 UR beſt Virtues or Works are ſo im- 


ſo perfect, we ſhould ſtill be but unprofita- 
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perfect, as to need Pardon rather than 


deterve a Reward; and if they were never 


ble Servants, having done only what was 


our Duty to do. Yer through the Interceſ- *7' 7 / »- + 


"FR 


fion of Chriſt, God is pleaſed to accept — ;,> 1 


them, as if they were really meritorious, 


and by the gracious Promiſe of God, we 
have as juſt a Claim to the Reward, as if it 
had been originally due to us of proper 
Right. Our Improvement in Virtue, is the 
ground of Proportion, though not the meri- 
torious Cauſe of the Reward. 8 

Fol. 4. p. 320. Our Works (in ſtrictneſs 
of Speech) have no Merit. Vet on the other 
Side, taking the Expreſſion in its right Senſe, * 
and underſtanding it according to the gra- 
cious Tenor of the Goſpel, it may be truly 
ſaid of virtuous and good Men, becauſe the 
Scripture frequently ſays it, that they are 

1 E 2 worthy ; 


4 5 - 
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worthy ; Not properly and ſtrictly, but ac- 
"cording to God's s gracious: Ae and; 
Promiſe in the Goſpel. 
 Pol.5.p.211.-Letus ſincerely endeavour to 
obey ** Will of God, as diſcovered to us in 
the Goſpel; and then. we may firmly hope 
| for (and ſhall certainly obtain) Remiſſion, 
— not through the Merits of that our Righte- 
ouſneſs, which is imperfect, but through 
the Redemption purchaſed by the Blood of 
Chriſt, wherein we are by that ſincere, tho“ 
imperfect Righteouſneſs , made capable. of, 
having a Share. 
Vol. 6. p. 409. We are all redeemed by hs 
Blood of that Saviour, and depend upon his 
Merits for the hope of Salvation, who vo- 
luntarily became poor, that we might be 
made rich; who went abour' doing Good; 
who laid down his Life for our Sakes. 
2, l. 8. P. 371. As to the Juſtice of God's * 
"laying the Puniſhment of Sinners upon an 
innocent Perſon, and of forgiving one Per- 
ſon's Sins upon account of the Merits of 
another Perſon ; which ſome have pretended 
to think not reconcilable with Right and 
Equity, we have this to Reply: In general; 
that God being the ſupreme and abſolute 
Lord of all Things, has an abſolute and un- 
queſtionable Right to remit, upon what 
Conditions he Bs, Offences committed | 
againſt himſelf, — 
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-* concerning the Merits, &c. of Chrift. | 29g 


Vol. 8. p. 372. — And then in Particu- 
lar; as to the Difficulty with regard to the 
Juſtice of laying the Puniſhment of Sinners 
upon an innocent Perſon; this Difficulty is 

. entirely removed by the voluntary Conſent 
and Choice of the Perſon, in taking the Pu- 
niſnment upon himſelf. For though to pu- 
niſh an innocent Perſon inſtead of the guil- 
ty, is evidently unjuſt; yet to permit an in- 
nocent Perſon to take it voluntarily upon 
himſelf, is by no means ſo. On the con- 
trary, it is an Inſtance of the greateſt Good- 
neſs and Mercy, to find out ſuch an Expe- 
dient. And as the Love and Humility of 
Chriſt is inexpreſſibly great, in condeſcend- 
ing to aſſume our Nature, and ſubmitting to 

an ignominious Death, even the Death of 
the Croſs; ſo the Mercy and Goodneſs of 
God can never be worthily and ſufficiently 
acknowledged in accepting this Sacrifice, 
and ſo loving the World, as to give his only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting, 
Lite. „ | | 
Vol. g. p. 200. Our good Works, as we call 

them, are at beſt ſo- imperfect, as to need 
Pardon, rather than deſerve a Reward ; and 

if they were never ſo perfect, yet they were 
{till nothing but doing what was our Duty 

to do, and we ſhould even then be but un- 


9 


profitable Servants. Merit therefore, tis 


x | plain, we cannot poſſibly have any ; and yer 1 
. * . „/, I, , 
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ſuch is the Goodneſs of God, that by his 
gracious Promiſe, and F ree-gift in Chriſt, 
he is pleaſed to give us as certain a Title, | 
and as undoubted a Claim to the Happineſs 
of Heaven upon our fincere Obedience, as 
If we had really deſerved it of Right. 
Vol. 10. p. 85. This only is the 2 that 
overcometh the World, even our Faith, 1 John 
v. 4. Our Faith, that i is, our firm and ſted- 
faſt Belief and FARM of the Pardon of 
paſt Sins, through the Merits of Chriſt, 


III. The | 


W Re 
The ME DIAT ION and INTERCESSION 


— — 


of Chriſt. 


Sermons, Vol. 1. p. 399. 


Y the Goſpel, the Wiſdom of God has 
in a more illuſtrious Manner, and 
with greater Weight of Arguments, ſet forth 
the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of Repentance 
and Amendment, and Impoffibility of ob- 
raining Pardon without it, when even with 
it he did not think fit to: manifeſt his Mercy 
to Sinners directly, but through the Inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt, and by the Merits of his 
Death, appointing that the manner of ac- 
cepting even Repentance it ſelf, ſhould be 
through the Mediation of his beloved Son. 

Vol. 4. p. 250. Men being corrupted and 
depraved by Sin, could not of themſelves, 
conſiſtently with the infinite Holineſs of the 
divine Nature, and the Honour of God's 
righteous Laws, be admitted to have Acceſs 
unto him, who dwelleth in Light inacceſſi- 
ble, and is of purer Eyes than to 8 
ni- 


* 
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Iniquity. But through the Interceſſion of 
che. Lamb lain from the Foundation of the 
Weid; whom God from the Beginning 
miſed 1 1 l Bis holy- Prophets, and in * 
the fulneſs of Time actually raiſed from the 
Dead, and exalted into Heaven to the right 
Hand of the Throne on the Majeſty on 
High, and gave him a Name which is above 
every Name, and a Kingdom which ſhould 
never be deſtroyed: Through his Interceſ- 
fion, I ſay, all who forſake their Sins, and 
amend their Lives, ſhall conſiſtently with E 
the Honour of the divine Laws, be admit- 
ted to the Grace and Favour of having their 
Repentance accepted unto Pardon. To him 
God has given (to become Subjects of that | 
Kingdom which the Father has appointed : 
# him, and to be Partakers with him of his 
| eternal Glory and Happineſs, ) all thoſe who 
I by ſincere Repentance, and true renewed 
| Obedience, ſhall be found capable of apply- 
ing to themſelves the Redemprion purchaſed 
by the Blood of Chriſt. 
Hol. 5. p. 205. His Reſurrection was the | 
2 Demonſtration of this Sacrifice's being ac- 
cepted by God; and his Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven, was in order to plead the Merits of his 
Sufferings before God, and intercede for J 
thoſe, who according to the Terms of the - 
Goſpel Covenant, ſhould be capable of re- 
ceiving the gracious Benefits purchaſed by 


his Death. 
Vol. g. 
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Vol. g. p. 356. Some Unbelievers there have 


been in Fi ts and ſtill are, who in Op- 
poſition to this great Doctrine of Chriſtia- 
nity, alledge, that God being always Om- 
nipreſent, and ready to hear the Prayers 

which every one offers for himſelf, therefore 
there was no need of appointing a Mediator; : 
and that God always acting in his own nature; 
according to the exact Right and Reaſon of 


the Caſe, therefore he cannot be changed 


or have any Affection moved, by the Interpo- 
fition of any Interceſſor whatſoever. But i in 
this matter they greatly miſtake. For if God's 
being every where preſent , were a ſuffici- 
ent Reaſon why no Mediator ſhould be ap- 


pointed to intercede for Men; it would by 


the ſame Argument be alſo a ſufficient Reaſon 
why Men ſhould neither pray nor intercede 
for themſelves : For God knows their Wants 
as perfectly, even without their ever praying 
for themſelves, as without a Mediator inter- 
ceding for them. If therefore, notwith- 
ſtanding God's Omnipreſence and Omni- 
ſcience, it be {till reaſonable to require, that 
Men ſhould pray for themſelves, in order to 
keep up in their Minds a conſtant Senſe © 

God, and that they may make continual Ac- 


knowledgment of their Dependance upon 


him: It may in like manner be very reaſona- 


ble, in order to keep up in their Minds a juſt 
Senſe of their own Unworthineſs, and of the 


true Demerit of Sin, to require of them, 
that 


oY 
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that through ſuch a Mediator only, as he 
has thought fit to appoint, ſhould they have 
Acceſs to him, who is of purer Eyes than to 
behold Iniquity. And though it be indeed 
very true, that by no Interceſſion whatſoever, 
can God ever be moved to act otherwiſe than 
is agreeable to perfect Right and Reaſon; yet 


the whole of what he does proceeds from 
mere free Bounty, tis evident he may con- 
vey thoſe his free Gifts, in what Manner, 
and upon. what Terms or Conditions, and 
through what Inſtruments he pleaſes; and 
may require their being accepted in that par- 
ticular Method, or not at all. 
Vol. 10. p. 30. By original Right, God may 
appoint what Terms of Forgiveneſs he 
pleaſes. In Fact, the Method wherein the 
divine Goodneſs has thought fit actually to 
manifeſt it ſelf in the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
is through the Interceſſion of Chriſt. God, 
for Chriſt's Sake, has forgiven you. Not 
that God, who by the eſſential Rectitude of 
his Nature, acts always according to perfect 
Right and Reaſon, can be any way changed, 
or have any Affection moved in him, by the 
Interpoſition of any Interceſſor whatſoever: 
But that being of purer Eyes than to behold 
Iniquity, and intending to ſhow the greateſt 
Tn Diſcountenance to Sin in the very 
Method of forgiving it, he thought fit to 

| annex 


in Caſes of Mercy and Compaſſion, where 


al; 


concerning the M. ediation, &c. of Corift. 35 


annex the Declarations of Pardon to the 
Death of the Mediator. 
Vol. 10. p. 31. From this Conſideration, 
1 tis eaſy to give a ſatisfactory Anſwer to the 
principal and moſt material Object ion of 
Unbelievers; who in Oppoſition to the 
great Doctrine of the Goſpel, alledge, that 
God being always neceſſarily omnipreſent, 
and conſequently himſelf at all Times ready 
to hear the Prayers of all Men, therefore 
there could be no need of appointing any 
Mediator; and that God being of himſelf 
eſſentially in his Nature, always diſpoſed 
to do what is right and fit, therefore his 
Purpoſes can no way be changed by the 
Interpoſition of any Interceſſor: To this Ob- 
jection, I ſay, tis eaſy, from what has 
been ſaid, to give a juſt and ſufficient An- 
fwer. For the Deſign of a Mediator or In- 
terceſſor being appointed with God, was not 
as if God could be moved, as mortal Men 
are, by Perſuaſion, to do what otherwiſe he 
would not have chought right to have done: 
But the Deſign of it was, that God would 
teſtify his Hatred and Tadignation againſt Sin, 
by conſigning the Pardon for it through che 4 


Blood of the Mediator. 


1 2 IV. The 


The ordinary Influence and Aſſiſtance 


F the Horx SPlRIT, 


Sermons, Yol. 4. P. 222. 1 


HE Holy Spirit is in Scripture repre- 
ſented as being to the Church in the 
Place of Chriſt, and for that very Reaſon is 
ſtiled the Comforter, becauſe his proper Of- 
fice is, in the Abſence of Chriſt, to comfort 
the Faithful with his Gifts and Graces, with 
his holy Influence and Aſſiſtance. 35 


oy 


3 Hol. g. p. 20 1. God knoweth the Frailty of 
our Nature, and conſidereth how many 
Temptations we are continually liable to; he 
remembreth whereof we are made, and 
conſidereth that we are but Duſt ; he know- 
eth our Enemy's Strength, and our own 
Weakneſs; and therefore he affords us the 
continual Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, to 
ſupply our natural want of Power. He has 
promiſed to ſuccour all thoſe who ſincerely 
deſire to obey his Will; and, if we be not 
Wanting in our own Endeavours, we may re- 


ly 
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ly upon him, that he will be faithful to his, 


Promiſe. 
Vol. p. p. 269. All theſe ſort of Gifts were 
beſtowed, not for their own Sake, or intrin- 


ſick Worth, but only in order to the Propa- 


gation of the Goſpel, and to convince Men 
of the Truth of that Religion, whoſe prin- 
cipal End and Deſign conſiſted in thoſe Gifts 


and Graces of the Spirit which were to con- 


tinue for ever. Which End being once ob- 


rained, and the Goſpel eſtabliſhed in the 
World, theſe miraculous Gifts ceaſed, ha- 
ving been given, as St. Paul expreſſes i, not 
for. them that believe, but for them that 
believe not. Bur thoſe Gifts of the Spirit, 
in which conſiſts the Renewal of the Mind 
of Man, and which are the Springs of all 
Virtues which make us like unto God; theſe 
are to continue through all Ages, and are ſo 
much more excellent and more defirable than 


the former, as the End is better and more. 


excellent than the Means. 
Hol. 5. p. 354. At the pentecoſt, after 
Chriſt s Aſcenſion, the Holy Ghoſt fell upon 


the Apoſtles in a lingular and moſt miracu- - 
lous manner, beyond the Examples of for- 


mer Inſpirations. And by the continual Af- 

fiſtance, and ordinary Operations of the ſame 
Spirit, aw our Lord promis d to be with us 
his true Diſciples, to be in the midſt of 
them whenever two or three are gathered to- 
gether 
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gether in his Name, even unto the End of the 
World. | Fo | 
_ Ve.6. p. 57. To the Apoſtles and firſt Diſ- 
ciples, who were to ſpread the Goſpel over 
the World, this their being baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt, was accompanied with miracu- 
lous Gifts and Powers; ſuch as ſpeaking with 
Tongues, healing Diſeafes, and the like: 
But when the Reaſon of theſe miraculous 
Operations ceaſed, yet ſtill every Chriſtian is 
baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, as well as 
with Water, and his internal ſanctifying Gifts 
and Graces are to continue with us always, 
even unto the End of the World. If any 
one has not received theſe Gifts of the Holy 
Ghoſt, it may ſtill be asked him with the 
ſame Propriety as in the Text, Unto what 
then was he baptized? If any Man has not 
in him the Spirit of Chriſt; if he does not 
ſhow forth in his Life the Fruits of the Spi- 
rit, by Works of Righteouſneſs and true 
Piety ; if his Heart be not ſanctified by this 
Spirit of Holineſs; if his Mind approves 
not and delights not in Things Spiritual; if 
his Will obeys not the good Motions of this 
divine Aſſiſter; if the Actions of his Life 
are not guided by the Commands of God, 
revealed to us in Scripture by the holy Inſpi- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt; to what Purpoſe 
then was ſuch a Perſon baptized? "art 


V. The 
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Es 
The Two SACRAMENTS. 


Sermons, Vol. z. p. 182. 
EE Means by which the Benefit of 


this gracious Diſpenſation is original- 
ly applied to Sinners, is Baptiſm: By which 
they who were converted from unrighteous 
Ways, through the Apoſtles preaching of - 
the Goſpel, having their Hearts (as the 
Scripture expreſſes it) ſprinkled from an evil 
Conſcience, and their Bodies waſhed with 
pure Water, received the Aſſurance of the 
Pardon of their paſt Sins, and entred into a 
ſolemn Obligation to obey the Commands of 
God for the future; and by which, at all 
times, they who are initiated into Chriſt 
Religion, are admitted to the gracious Terms 
of the Goſpel Covenant, and obliged to live 
in Obedience to thoſe Terms. 
774.4. p. vz. Our Lord, when he ſent forth 
his Diſciples to preach the Goſpel to all Na- 
tions, commanded them to baptize every one 
that was converted, in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of tbe Holy Ghoſt : That 


18, 
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is, to cauſe them to enter by Baptiſm into a 
ſolemn Obligation to dedicate themſelves to 
the Service of God, in that Method of Reli- 

gion, which the Son of God came into the 
World to eſtabliſh, and confirmed by Prophe- 
cies, and Miracles of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Jol. 6. 5. 39. Though the Thing ſignified 
it ſelf, is always of much more Importance 
than the Sign ; and often accepted by God in 
the ſtead of, and without the external Form; 
yet this is always ſo to be underſtood, when 
the external Form cannot be had. For 
where, by the Perſon's own wilful and con- 
temptuous Neglect, any Ceremony of God's 
expreſs Appointment is omitted; there he 
that deſpiſeth, deſpiſeth not Man, but God; 
*who has alſo annexed to what Means he plea- 
ſeth the Gift of his Holy Spirit. Except a 
Man be born of Water, and of the Spirit, 
faith our Saviour ; except he that has the 
Means and Opportunity of doing it, makes 
uſe of thoſe Means of Grace which God has 
been pleaſed to appoint; tis reaſonable he 
ſhould fall ſhort of the Grace it ſelf, and "= | 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 

Hol. 4. p. 131. One Reaſon why Men ſo ſell 
dom think on theſe Arguments, is, becauſe | 
they neglect thoſe Means, which God has 
. graciouſly appointed to awaken and with- 
. draw their Minds from earthly and temporal 

. Conſiderations; thoſe Means, to which God 
has annexed the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, : 
| tO | 


roncerning the two Sacraments: 41 
to e us to raiſe our Thoughts, and fix 
our Meditations upon Things Wen and 
removed from Senſe. 

Hol. 4. Pp. 136. Sincere Penitents can never \ 
with more reaſonable and well-grounded - 
Faith hope to have applied to themſelves the 
Benefit of the Grace and Forgiveneſs pur- 
chaſed once for them by that great Expia- 
tion; than when they are with true Devo- 
tion, and with full Purpoſe of Amendment 
of Life, commemorating their Saviour's Suf- 
ferings, in that ſolemn manner, which he 
himſelf has appointed, who was the Perſon 
that gave himſelf to be the Reconciliation for 
us, that through him we might have Acceſs) 
with Confidence to the Throne of Grace. 

Vol. 4. p. 137. The Blood of Chriſt is in the 
Scripture-Language, a Fountain opened for 
Sin, and for Uncleanneſs; that is, for Sin 
repented of, and utterly. forſaken ;- and the, 
Benefit thereof i is never more likely. to be ef. 
fectually applied, than when Men with de- 
termined Reſolutions of better Obedience, are 
diſpoſed to become worthy Partakerg of theſe 
holy Myſteries. ; | 7 + 1110 

Vol. 4. p. 139. To communicate in 8 
brance of Chriſt, is to declare publickly, and 
keep up amongſt Men the Memory of his 
Death, and of the ineſtimable Benefits pur- 
chaſed for us thereby; Tis to teſtify our fir 
Belief of the Virtue and Efficacy of tha 


great Sacrifice ; and to profeſs our ſelves pub- 
9 lickly 
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lickly in the Number of thoſe; who by par- 


king of the Feaſt inſtituted in Remem- 
rance of the Sacrifice, expect to be made 
artakers of the Sacrifice it ſelf. 

Hol. 4. p. 172. Tis impoſſible that any Man 
who conſiders theſe Exhortations, and has a 
jaſt Senſe of his own Unworthineſs, and 
of the great Goodneſs of God, and of the 
great Remiſſion purchaſed for him by the 
Death of Chriſt, of which he hopes to par- 
take in attending with a fit Diſpoſition of 
Mind upon the Ordinances of divine Ap- 


pointment; tis impoſſible that any Man 


with theſe Thoughts about him, can conti- 
nue peeviſh and contentious, mercileſs and 


uncharitable, eaſy to be provoked, and dif- 


| ificult to be reconciled. 36 


Viol. 4. p. 185. Though the Grace of God 
is not confined by any neceſſary Connexion 
to the material Action; that the mere formal 
and external Participation, ſhould, without 
ti ue Devotion of Mind, and without real 
Amendment of Life, operate ſecretly and 
unintelligibly any ſpiritual Advantage, ac- 
cording to ſome Mens vain and ſuperſtitious 
Expectation: Yet, when with Hearts full of 
Piety and true Devotion, with ſtedfaſt Faith 
in God, and firm Reſolutions of fincere'Obe- 
dience, Men thankfully and frequently, in 
that manner which God has appointed, 
commemorate the Sacrifice of the Death o 
Chriſt once offered for ever; is it not evi- 
; | 3 | dently 


concerning the two Sacraments. 43 


dently a great and ineſtimable Benefit, if 


through the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, 
annexed not to the material Elements, or to 


the outward Action, but to the Ordinance 


partaken of by truly devout and well-diſ- 
poſed Minds; their Faith in God be increaſ- 
ed; their Hope and Truſt in him be 
ſtrengthened ; their Charity towards their 
| Brethren be enlarged, in Proportion to that 
Love they are commemorating of their com- 
mon Lord; their good Reſolutions be con- 
firmed ; themſelves enabled to fulfil thoſe Re- 
ſolutions in more effectual Obedience; and 
comforted with fuller Aſſurance of Pardon 
of their paſt Sins, upon true Repentance and 


Amendment, through the Interceſſion of 


him who died for them? 
Vol. 4. p. 187. If all publick Devotions, be- 


ing Ordinances of God's own Appointment, 


as Means and Inſtruments of Religion, have 
ſtill a greater Aſſurance of God's Bleſſing at- 
tending them; how much more in this moſt 


ſolemn of all religious Actions, in this great- 


Commemoration of the Sacrifice of the Death 
of Chriſt, is it reaſonable to believe that pi- 
ous and well-diſpoſed Minds are, by the Aſ- 


ſiſtance of the Spirit of God, which delights 
to dwell in heavenly and devout Hearts, 


improved in all religious Affections, and 


r unto the acceptable Obedience 
| 


of a holy Life ? | 
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